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Problems and tasks of the region

The continental forest steppe (woodland) zone skirts the closed forest belt over many thousands of kilometers across Eurasia from the Pannonian lowlands to Mandsuria. The existence of forests in this zone is a key element in protecting climate, soil, biodiversity and drinking water. The European part of the forest steppe zone is populated for thousands of years, consequently influenced by strong anthropogenic effects. East of the Ural Mountains colonization is more recent, but the Siberian forest steppe is also well developed with relatively dense population. Modern agriculture and industries have caused significant environmental changes, which were exacerbated by the relatively easy accessibility of the flat terrain. On the other hand the ecological, emotional, cultural and touristical role and importance of the shrinking natural environment (especially forests) is growing in the eyes of the local population. 


The climatic vulnerability of the region is high, already diminutive changes in the climate may trigger the destabilization of forest vegetation. The nature of processes and problems, related to climate change, differ from those in the Atlantic - North European region and the Siberian continental boreal zone. This region has received little attention up to now, international joint research has not „discovered” it yet.


The team pays special attention to the relation of climate and forest, due to the research background and traditions in Sopron. The complex relation between forest and atmospherical processes on the xeric limits of closed forests needs however more research (carbon- and water cycle, land use and albedo change, wood burning, aerosols etc.), its importance would justify it. The effects of climate change can be influenced and mitigated by choosing the proper strategy and policy in land use and in forestry management.   

